The Democratic Club of NW Volusia County, Meeting Minutes, August 27th,
2009
Call to Order:
The meeting was held in the community room of the Deland Police Station on Howry Ave., ad was called to order by President Steve Oxier, at 7:15 pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and the minutes of the July 23rd, 2009 meeting were read, motioned to be seconded, and approved unanimously by the club.
President's Report:
Pledge of allegiance       There was a moment of silence in memory of Ted Kennedy and Stetson Chancellor H. Douglas Lee.  Appreciation was also given to those in attendance. Speakers for the meeting were announced. 
Vice President's report:          There are still 6 more young democrats to be accepted for the delegate sponsorship to the Democratic State Conference in October.  
Treasurer's Report:         Was distributed, motioned to be seconded, and unanimously approved by the club, with a total income of 1,420.56, and a total liability & equity of 5,360.34, as of 08/17/09.
Old Business:          Karen Zimmer, with the Florida Fair Redistricting Project. Passed out hand outs regarding the progress made in the amount of petitions received. She then announced the opportunity to participate in a sponsorship drive in order to gather enough funds to pay the $.10 processing fee per petition so that the voters that signed can be verified. She also notified the club that seats to table to collect petitions at the Deland library were open for September.
New Business:          It was requested to the club by Karen Zimmer and Jeff Shepard, that an email be sent to the club for two events:  - On October 24th, there will be a rummage sale in Downtown Deland, south of the Beacon building. Club members were asked to bring items to be sold.     - On December 12th, the club will celebrate the annual holiday dance. The location that is the Plaza Hotel & Spa, in Daytona, will involve a holiday dance and a formal dance, and a cash bar with a band. 100 tickets at $50.00 each would need to be sold. The profit for the club would equal $1,000.  Enough club members were unpleased with the location, the price of the ticket, and the profit margin, that an initiative was motioned, seconded, and approved by the club to seek out a possible alternate location. Kevin Winchell volunteered to search for an alternate location.
Speakers:         Vernon Burton, city commissioner, from Zone 2 in Lake Helen, expressed serious problems within his community.  There is a high volume of foreclosures, which are introducing other problems, such as a significant loss in tax revenue, and a sharp decrease in local property values. Banks not accepting responsibility of the homes is also causing makeshift homeless shelters, and unsightly yards that the city has to pay for to have manicured. He suggested a special assessment, which would treat code enforcement violations at the same level as a tax, so that the banks would be more motivated to care for the properties that have been foreclosed on. He also expressed a deep concern for the problems that have been caused by flooding. Mold is rampant in many of the homes.   

Paul Rasch, from Orange City, running for city manager, expressed why he is running for office and how he can benefit the city.

Kevin Burns, running for U.S. Senate, announced his running for State Senate, and gave a presentation on his history of working with the people in his community in order to do what he was told was impossible, by building 3 new schools in 4 years, without adding to the deficit. He explained how the waste treatment plant in his community needed to be replaced, ad no money had been set aside to do it, and thus a $7.00 tax would be set in place to cover the cost of the new plant, as well as set aside money for improvements in the future.

He is for LEED certification, against offshore drilling, for the public option, and all of his city vehicles get 30mpg or more.

Mario Piscatella announced a Democracy for America weekend conference, focused on building campaigns, on Sept. 12th & 13th. He also directed people to the DFA signup page, and offered people to help sponsor a young democrat to join.
Announcements/Point of Order:         Dr. Wayne Bailey, Phil Giorno, & Joan Lane, of the Volusia DEC Re-certification Committee, were present in regards to the NW Volusia Democratic Club recertification packet that was turned in not including the amendments to the by-laws. The President, Steve Oxier, read sections 2.3 and 2.4 of the state bylaws.     
A letter, dated August 20th, 2009, was distributed from the certification committee: State committee woman Joan Lane, State Committeeman Dr. T. Wayne Bailey, and DEC Chairman Phil Giorno. This letter addressed disputes to grievances from the DCSEVC regarding the amendments proposed in the re-certification packet.  The underlying grievance shared by the NWVDC and DCSEVC was that the presentation of the amendments to the bylaws did not follow state party bylaws, and that agreeing to adapt the bylaws as stated would greatly restrict the power of the individual clubs in future recertification processes. Also, it was suggested that amendment # 1 was already in place with the state bylaws, #2 was already in use by our club, and the language in amendment #3 regarding “in good standing” was not specific enough. The recertification committee stated they would review the bylaws, and discuss issues with top state party officials in order to decide upon the clubs recertification.
There being no further business or announcements, the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Hilliary Martin
Secretary, NWVDC
