Democratic Club of North West Volusia County

March 25, 2010

Meeting Minutes

Call to order: 7:35pm

Pledge of Allegiance
Minutes from February 23, 2010 meeting were amended, to wit:

· "Announcements" section: add "Paul Nehrig motioned for our club to have a booth at the Democratic Women's Club picnic on May 1, 2010. The motion was seconded, then passed with unanimous consent."

Once amended, Paul Nehrig motioned for the minutes to be accepted. Marshal Hoerl seconded the motion. The motion passed with unanimous consent.

Treasurer's Report:

· Judy Thompson submitted the following report via e-mail:

· Income Statement (1/1/2010 to 3/19/2010):

· Income: $586.50

· Expenses: $193.56

· Net Income: $392.94

· Balance Sheet (3/19/2010):

· Assets: $5551.64

· Liabilities: $0.00

· Net Equity: $5551.64

Vice-President's Report:

· Jeff Shepherd was absent (his daughter was being married), so there was no report.

President's Report:

· Steve Oxier applauded the efforts of our club, Congresswoman Kosmas, and President Obama in achieving historic health care reform. Steve cautioned, though, that we must hold our representatives accountable for their rhetoric, given that there is an angry and violent sentiment among many conservatives at this moment. Paul Nehrig suggested that we draw attention to any candidates "who ratchet up the rhetoric" (e.g.: Newt Gingrich and Sarah Palin at least tacitly inciting violence against those who voted in favor of the health care reform legislation) or promote such flagrant incivility. 

· Ellen Smith asked how reactions to the health care reform passage have been locally. Karen Zimmer suggested that, according to news coverage, residents of central Florida are evenly divided.


Open Discussion:

· David Staples announced that this year's NAACP banquet will be at at Stetson University. David will bring tickets for the event, which are $40.00/each, to our next meeting. Reverend Randolph Bracy from New Covenant Baptist Church of Orlando will be the evening's speaker. Steve asked Kevin Winchell to e-mail members information about the banquet.

· Judy Craig announced that the Democratic Women's Club of Volusia County will be having its second annual picnic at Cracker Creek in Port Orange on May 1st, beginning at 12:00pm. Confirmed attendees thus far are Kendrick Meek, Alex Sink, Suzanne Kosmas, Alan Grayson, Joyce Cusack, Tim Huth and Pat Northey. 

· Joyce Cusack is running for the at-large County Council seat. Petitions to put Cusack on the ballot were available to sign. Cusack's goal is to receive 3800 petitions.

· Marshal Hoerl motioned to give $250.00 to Cusack's campaign. Karen Zimmer seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

· Paul Rasch announced that the 2010 Census is being administered, and asked all members to send their Census surveys in so that our community receives more funding and grants.

· Steve Oxier noted that each person turning in a Census yields approximately $10,000 in federal funds. One problem in Western Volusia is that there are many Hispanic people who do not trust U.S. government employees and therefore do not complete the Census.


Old Business:

· Club Officer Elections:

· Steve Oxier announced the candidates for our club's officer positions:

· President: Paul Rasch

· Vice-President: Jeff Shepherd

· Treasurer: Judy Thompson

· Recording Secretary: Hillary A. Martin

· Corresponding Secretary: Kevin Winchell

· Parliamentarian: Judy Craig

· Executive Board: Ellen Smith, Paul Nehrig, Paul Lachelier

· Candidates thanked Steve Oxier for his service as President for the past year, then spoke about excitement for the club's future and increasing prospects for the upcoming mid-term elections.

· Steve Oxier called for a vote by acclamation. All candidates passed unanimously.

· Steve Oxier noted that he is very proud of our club's strength, which with 53 members makes it the most active club in Volusia County. Steve said that his only regret was not engaging young people with the club as much as he wished to. Steve concluded by stating that the final recertification meeting for our club will be in Tallahassee on April 4th, and he is confident that we will be recertified. 


Speakers:

· Josh Wagner, a member of the Volusia County Council, did not show up to the meeting. Wagner was to discuss changes with regard to domestic partnership benefits for Volusia County, among other topics. Steve Oxier urged club members to push the Volusia County Council to approve these proposed changes because said changes will allow same-sex partners to have hospital and penitentiary visitation and other privileges.


Announcements:

· Karen Zimmer updated the club membership about the Fair Districts amendments (#5 and #6 on the ballot this November). Karen said that the campaigns target fundraising level was $7.7 million, and they have thus far spent $3.5 million to get the amendments on the ballot. More fundraisers will occur to ensure the campaign has adequate funding to thwart an expected push back from the state legislature. The majority of funding raised from this point onward will go to advertisements and get-out-the-vote operations.

· Richard Wood asked if there was an update on the Farmton development. Members did not have an update, but voiced high interest in knowing more, too.

· Judy Craig said that she met with several local candidates and their campaign managers. The candidates voiced a need to obtain offices, and would like our club's help with securing offices to conduct campaign business and operations from. Judy said that she offered for us to house them in our headquarters before August if they help us pay for the associated costs. Judy concluded by voicing excitement for Paul Rasch being our new President because of his in-depth campaign knowledge, which came from assisting his son's Florida House campaign several years ago. 

· Kevin Winchell announced that Michael Arth will be speaking at Stetson University in the Lee Chapel on April 28th from 7:00-9:00pm.

Adjournment: There being no further business, Paul Rasch motioned to adjourn at 8:30pm. Karen Zimmer seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Kevin Winchell

Corresponding Secretary, DCNWVC

